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have seen, you are the only sincere one. Moreover, I understand
that you are not yet married. It you do not despise me because of
my past, I shall be most happy to marry you and serve you until
death. If you refuse, I shall take three feet of pkin silk and
strangle myself before your eyes to prove to you the earnestness of
my heart. It would be better than to perish in the hands of some
vulgar men as I almost did yesterday." She began to cry after
she finished speaking.
"Do not grieve," Chu Chung said. "The undeserved honor that
you have conferred upon me is something I had not dared to
dream of, to say nothing of refusing it. But my lady, you are a
person of great fame, while I am poor and without influence. How
could I then manage this thing, however willing I am myself?"
"Your lack of means need not be an obstacle,5* Meiniang answered,
"for I started long ago to put valuables aside for this very pur-
pose." Then Chu Chung said, "Even if you are in a position to'buy
your freedom, I am afraid that you, who have been accustomed to
luxuries, will find life in my poor house unendurable." "I am ready
to wear cotton and eat coarse food without ever regretting it/*
Meiniang assured him. Chu Chung said, "But Chiu-ma will prob-
ably not consent to it." "I shall be able to take care of her," Meiniang
said and then outlined to him her plan. Thus the two talked on
until daybreak.
Meiniang had, in fact, stored away many boxes and trunks of
jewels and other valuables with her clients. Now on the pretext
that she needed them she gradually took them back to her own
place and then had Chu Chung take them to his house. When she
had everything safely put away, she went to Liu Ssu-ma and told
her about her plan to follow the virtuous path. "We have discussed
this matter before in some detail," Ssu-ma said. "But you are yet
young and I don't know whom you have in mind to marry.* "Do
not mind who it is,*' Meiniang said. "Be assured that I have heeded
your advice and that it is some one well qualified according to
your specifications. I am sure that Mama will not object if Auntie
is willing to speak for me. I have little to offer to Auntie to express
my regard, but here is ten ounces of gold for Auntie to make some